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How did you get involved in doing tHe sHow 

“décor made simple”? 

as an interior designer & decorator with ten year’s experience,  

i wanted to share my knowledge and passion for décor with our 

viewers, by exposing them to the latest trends.   

i conceptualized the show and worked within the parameters 

set out by the channel md Vernon matzoupoulis – a studio-

based show that inspires viewers and shows them how to  

do it themselves.

wHat are your top 3 ways to incorporate décor  

in a simple and easy way? 

put together the colour palette – i usually advise a neutral 

base for larger pieces of furniture and then adding fun or 

dramatic colours as accessories – scatters, objet d’ art, 

trimmings, rugs and lamps. put together a plan of how you will achieve the look in your 

home.  start with the shell – walls, floors & lighting and then 

move on to the window treatments & furniture, and finally all 

the accessories.  You can work out a budget and then plan 

the implementation. 

then the fun part begins, putting the plan into practice! never 

rush the process – if it means doing it properly over a few 

months, then so be it.  Just make sure you stick to the plan.  

wHat are tHe 3 must Haves wHen starting a new 

décor project? 

comfortable seating is crucial in an interior – select your 

sofas and chairs with care – unless you want your guests to 

leave shortly after they arrive! 

good lighting is very important in an interior – it creates the 

mood, so make sure you pay special attention to this. 

Flooring. 

a fresh coat of paint is an inexpensive way to give an interior 

a fresh new look.  don’t be scared to paint your feature wall in 

a strong bold colour or in a technique like multi-coloured “bar-

code” stripes. 

update art or pictures by re-framing them using contemporary 

frames and borders – alternatively, move your art around a bit 

to create a new mood in a room. 

wHat inspires you to create new décor concepts 

and wHat makes “décor made simple” diFFerent to 

current décor sHows? 

every décor project is different.  What works in one home, will 

not necessarily work in another one.  i find the architectural 

style of a home, the people who live there and the surroundings 

a massive source of inspiration. obviously staying on top of the 

latest décor trends is key. i love working with existing pieces 

and working them into a new interior.  

décor made simple is different because we expose the 

viewers to the very latest in décor & design by interviewing 

leading interior designers and decorators and other industry 

suppliers.  the show also provides practical décor tips and 

advice.  i like to keep the interviews very casual and relaxed 

because i feel the viewers can relate to us more easily – as if 

they were sitting with us in their own homes.

wHat advice would you give a reader wHo would 

like to start decorating tHere Home? 

it’s often difficult to decide what look you want to create, so 

start by paging through décor magazines and find pics of 

interiors that grab your attention and resonate with you.  cut 

them out and start fine-tuning the look & feel by pasting your 

favourites onto a mood board.  You should also include paint 

and fabric swatches. 

wHat direction do you tHink soutH aFrica will be 

taking towards tHe “do it yourselF approacH” 

For 2012?  

south africans are becoming more confident when it comes 

to interior décor & design thanks largely to wonderful and 

inspirational local décor magazines, shows and expos.  

Finding good pieces for our homes is easier owing to heaps 

and heaps of fabulous décor & design stores – with prices 

ranging from super-pricey to really affordable.  so i think 

we’re all becoming a little more daring and a little more 

creative.  i have noticed over the last ten years or so that 

south africans are becoming increasingly house-proud 

– so gone are the days of simply furnishing a home for 

functionality – we’re now making our homes beautiful and 

reflective of who we are. 
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